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WATER ACTIVITIES

Ministry of Water Resources of the People’s Republic of China

The year of 2025 was the last year of the 14th Five-Year Plan, and the inaugural
year for lying a solid foundation for the 15th Five-Year Plan. Over the past year,
water resources departments at all levels have follow the guidance of Xi Jinping’s
thought on socialism with Chinese characteristics for a New Era, fully implemented
the decision made by the 20th CPC National Congress and Plenary Sessions of the
20th CPC Central Committee, practiced the principle of General Secretary
Xi Jinping for water governance of “ prioritizing water conservation, balancing
spatial distribution, taking systematic approaches, and promoting government-
market synergy” and essences of his remarks on water governance, put the
decisions and arrangements of the Central Economic Work Conference and Central
Rural Work Conference of the Party Central Committee into practice. New
development concept had been carried out in complete, accurate and
comprehensive ways, by adhering to problem-oriented approach, bottom-line
thinking, focusing on prevention, system concept, and innovative development.
The targets and tasks in various respects were completed, in terms of flood and
drought disaster prevention, optimization of water resources allocation capabilities,
intensive utilization of water resources and water conservation, ecological protection
and restoration of rivers and lakes. New progress has been made in driving new-
quality productivity by digitalization empowerment, make new contributions to
advancing high-quality water conservancy development and safeguarding China’s,

water security.
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l. Investments in Water Resources Construction

In 2025, the total investment in water resources construction amounted to 1, 284. 8
billion Yuan, exceeding one trillion Yuan for four consecutive years. Among which,
1, 029. 3 billion Yuan allocated for construction and installation projects, accounting
for 80. 1%; 38. 4 billion Yuan for expenditure on purchases of machinery, electric
equipment and instruments, accounting for 3. 0%; and 217. 1 billion Yuan for other
purposes, including compensation for resettlement and land acquisition,
accounting for 16. 9%. The completed investment in water resources construction
during 2018 — 2025 is shown in table 1.

Table 1 The completed investment in water resources

construction during 2018 — 2025 unit; billion Yuan

By scale 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Total completed
660. 3 671.2 818.2 757.6 1,089.3 1,199.6 1,352.9 1,284.8

investment

Construction and
515.8 523.1 633.5 618. 1 897.8 967.2 1,039.8 1,029.3

installation projects

Purchase of machinery,
equipment and 21.4 22.1 25.0 20. 4 28.7 32.1 44.5 38.4

instruments

Others 123.1 126.0 159.7 119.1 162. 8 200. 3 268. 6 217.1



20254 |

EEKFLZRET LM , ,’

Of the total competed investment, the Central Government contributed 10. 5 billion
Yuan, and local governments contributed 1, 274. 3 billion Yuan. The investments
completed by large and medium-sized projects reached 273. 3 billion Yuan; and
investment completed by small and other projects reached 1, 011. 5 billion Yuan.
The investments for new projects were 958.9 billion Yuan, and investments
completed by rehabilitation and expansion projects were 325. 9 billion Yuan. The
completed investment for water resources project construction during 2013 —2025 is

shown in figure 1.
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Figure 1 The completed investments for water resources

project construction during 2013 — 2025
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Il. Key Water Resources Projects Construction

Construction of river basin flood control projects. The diversion tunnel of the
Guxian Multi-purpose Dam Project was completed. In the Yangtze River Basin,
projects of Zaodu and Quanmutang Reservoirs, strengthening of main dykes and
embankments of the Dongting Lake and construction of flood detention area of the
Huayang River were implemented. In the Yellow River Basin, construction of the
Dongzhuang and Taiping Reservoirs and restoration of the Inner Mongolia section of
the mainstream were initiated. In the Huaihe River Basin, Shuanghou and Guanlu
reservoirs and adjustment of flood detention areas in the downstream of the Fushan
section and Xiawo sections on the mainstream started construction. In the Haihe
River Basin, Louli Reservoir and artificial flood diversion channel of the Wenyu River
and Chaobai River in Beijing were constructed. In the Pearl River Basin, Changtang
and the Maiwan multi-purpose dam projects started construction. In the
Songhuajiang and Liache River Basin, Shiliudaogang Reservoir, capacity building
for flood control on the mainstream of the Liaohe River and emergency treatment of
the Mainstream of the Nengjiang River were initiated. In the Taihu Lake Basin,
expansion of the Jingling Reservoir and Laoshikan Reservoir and harnessing of the

Wusong River were conducted.

Key projects of national water network. 27 major national water networks started
construction, including water diversion from the Dadu River to the Minjiang River in
Sichuan and Huangmaoxia Reservoir in Guangdong, and Modernization and
Upgrading of Yongbei Irrigation District in Guangxi and Qingtongxia lIrrigation
District in Ningxia. The construction of water allocation around Beibuwan Bay,
second phase of Water Channel from the Huaihe River, Longjianghegu Irrigation
District in Guangxi to the sea were accelerated. Full-line water conveyance was

realized for water allocation in the west of Chongging.
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Rural water supply, irrigation and hydropower development. In 2025,
modernization and rehabilitation of 157 large and medium-sized irrigation districts
including Qingtongxia in Ningxia have been implemented, and 7 large irrigation
districts such as Heishuihe in Guangxi started modernization. Grain yield generated
from the irrigated land amounts to 80. 76% of the total yield of the whole country.
Capacity of drainage system in major areas had been continuously enhanced. The
“3+1” standardized construction and management mode of rural water supply has
been fully implemented, with 96% of rural population access to tap water, 71% of
rural population access to scaled water supply utilities, 72% of counties integrating
water supply system. A total of 16 multi-energy complementary projects integrating
hydropower, solar power, wind power and energy storage have been completed in
Yunnan, Sichuan, Guangxi and other regions, opening up a new path for small

hydropower to be integrated into the development of the new rural energy system.

River and lake restoration and improvement. The first group of tasks for the
Mother River Recovery Action had been fully completed, with protection and
management measures implemented for 88 mother rivers (lakes). Regular water
replenishment and water discharge in the summer season have been carried out
continuously for over 50 rivers and lakes in 7 water systems of Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei
region. Re-connection of 79 rivers was realized. Ecological water levels of 9 lakes
had been effectively maintained. The Yongding River dried up for 26 years and the
Hutuo River dried up for 40 years have been fully connected for 5 consecutive
years. The Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal, once being dried up for a century, has
been fully connected for 4 consecutive years. The Baiyangdian named as Pearl of
North China has maintained an average ecological water level of over 7 meters for 7
consecutive years. Continuous flowing has been realized for the dry-up rivers such
as the Chaobai, the Juhe, the Najuma and the Ziya. Main structures or buildings
that built illegally along the Beijiang River in Guangdong Province and Hutuo River in
Hebei Province were removed completely in accordance with the law. Ministry of

Water Resources (MWR) associated with 6 departments including the Ministry of
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Finance, issued the Opinions on Comprehensively Prompting the Construction of
Happy Rivers and Lakes. The controlled area of soil erosion with comprehensively
measures reached 1.770 million square kilometers, including 72,000 square
kilometers of newly-added eroded area in 2025.

Digital twin water conservancy system construction. A system framework of
digital twin water resources formed by digital twin basin, digital twin water network
and digital twin projects was established. The integrated monitoring and sensing
system of “sky-space-land-water-engineering” had been optimized continuously.
For the first time, quarterly coverage of sub meter remote sensing images across
the national land area was realized. The timeliness of data reception and processing
was 2 hours at its fastest. Element information of hydraulic physics objects of 26
million in 72 categories was collected at the ministry level. The development of
“high fidelity” digital fluent analog mathematical model was sped up. Research and
development was organized to create 21 hydraulic models in 6 categories, such as
cloud-rain short-term precipitation forecast model. Dynamic deduction capability of
“ forward-backward-forward 7 has been enhanced. Digital intelligence has
empowered various water conservancy businesses, to build capacity of forecasting,

early warning, rehearsal and contingency planning in business of river basin flood

control, water resources management and allocation.
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lll. Key Water Projects and Structures

Reservoirs and dams. The reservoirs built in China were 94, 300, with a total
storage capacity of 1, 022. 2 billion m®. Of which large reservoirs were 852, with a
total capacity of 827. 7 billion m®; medium-sized reservoirs were 4, 278 , with a total

capacity of 122. 6 billion m®.

Embankments and water gates. The completed river dykes and embankments at
Grade-V or above were 318,000 km. The accumulated length of dykes and
embankments that met the standard reached 268, 000 km, accounting for 84. 3% of
the total. Among which, up-to-the-standard dykes and embankments of Grade-I
and Grade-Il reached 45, 000 km, taking up 92. 3% of the total. The completed
dykes and embankments nationwide could protect 660 million people and 42, 015x

10° ha of farmland.

Water gates. The completed water gates with a flow of 5 m°®/s were 90, 474, of
which 998 were large water gates. By type, there were 7, 037 flood diversion
sluices, 17, 719 drainage/return water sluices, 3, 701 tidal barrages, 10, 610 water

diversion intakes and 51, 407 controlling gates.

Pumping stations. There were 92, 602 pumping stations with a flow of 1 m®/s or an
installed voltage above 50 kW were put into operation, including 583 large, 5, 089

medium-size and 86, 930 small pumping stations.

Irrigation schemes. Irrigation districts with a designed area of 10, 000 mu or above
were 6, 924 in total, covering 35, 378 x10° ha of irrigated farmland. Of which, 176
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irrigation districts had an irrigated area of 500, 000 mu or above, and 287 irrigation
districts had an area from 300, 000 to 500, 000 mu. By the end of 2025, the total
irrigated area amounted to 82, 460 x 10° ha. Among which, the irrigated area of
cultivated land reached 72, 987 x10° ha that accounted for 56. 8% of the total in
China, forest land 4, 265 x10° ha, irrigated areas of gardens 4, 407 x10° ha, and
pasture land 802 x10° ha . The total area of water-saving irrigation system was
43, 453x10° ha.

Small hydropower stations. By the end of 2025, there were 40, 136 small
hydropower stations, with an installed capacity of 82. 66 million kW, accounting for

18. 4% of the total installed capacity in China.

Hydrological station networks. There were 136, 786 hydrological stations of all
kinds constructed in the whole country, including 9, 681 flow and discharge
measuring stations ( hydrological stations ), 24,422 gauging stations, 58, 360
precipitation stations, 15 water surface evaporation stations, 24, 209 groundwater
monitoring stations, 10, 341 water quality stations, 1,533 aquatic ecosystem
stations, 6, 629 soil moisture monitoring stations, 75 hydrological experiment
stations and 157 rain radar stations. There were 67, 422 hydrological stations under
the hydrological department to submit information on flood and drought conditions to
the water administrative departments at or above the county level. The station that
can issue the forecast information were 3, 819 and that can publicize early waning
were 4, 784. There were 23, 545 groundwater stations that submit hydrological
information to the Ministry of Water Resources. There were 360 water quality

monitoring centers ( sub-centers) in the whole country.

Water networks and information systems. A integrated monitoring and sensing

system of “ sky-space-earth-water-engineering” had ben formed by 34 remote
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sensing satellites, 32, 000 Beidou terminals and over 300, 000 engineering safety
monitoring points. Digital twin river basins of seven major river basins had been
steadily advanced. “ One Picture of National Water Networks” was initially
structured. Digital twin platform was preliminarily developed for pilot zones of water
networks in 14 provinces or municipalities. There were 11 major projects, including
digital twin Three Gorges Dam, South-to-North Water Diversion, Xiaolangdi Dam,
Danjiangkou Dam and Datengxia Dam put into operation. Trials and pilots of 49
digital twin irrigation districts had obtained periodical results. Full implementation

had been realized for 12 smart dams, 32 digital twin water diversion schemes and

98 digital twin flood storage and detention areas.
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IV. Water Resources Conservation, Utilization and Protection

Water resources conditions. In 2025, the total water resources in the country
amounted to 2, 722.93 billion m*®, 1.4% less than the average level of normal
years. The mean annual precipitation was 683. 4 mm, 6. 1% more than the normal
years and 4. 8% less than the previous year. The total storage of 795 large and
4, 105 medium-sized reservoirs were 475. 28 billion m*, increasing 13. 13 billion m®

comparing to that at the beginning of the year.

Water resources utilization. In 2025, the total quantity of water supply amounted
to 594. 45 billion m®, including 491. 41 billion m® from surface water, 77. 38 billion
m?® from groundwater and 25. 66 billion m® from unconventional water sources. The
total water consumption amounted to 594. 45 billion m®, including 93. 66 billion m® of
domestic water use, 95. 37 billion m® of industrial water use, 368. 38 billion m® of
agricultural water use and 37. 04 billion m® for artificial environment and ecological
water replenishment. Comparing to the previous year, the total water consumption
increased by 1.65 billion m®, among which domestic water use increased 0. 98
billion m*® and industrial water use decreased 1. 73 billion m®, agricultural water use
increased 3. 54 billion m® and artificial recharge for environmental and ecological

use decreased 1. 14 billion m?®.

Water resources conservation. The mean annual water consumption was 423 m®
in China. The coefficient of effective use of irrigated water was 0. 583. Water use
per 10, 000 Yuan of GDP (in 2025) was 42.4 m®. The water consumption per
10, 000 Yuan of industrial added value (in 2025) is 22. 9 cubic meters. Calculated
at comparable prices, the water consumption per 10, 000 Yuan of GDP and the
water consumption per 10, 000 Yuan of industrial added value decreased by 4. 5%

and 7. 2% respectively compared to that in 2024. The utilization of unconventional
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water resources nationwide is 25. 66 billion cubic meters, among which 21. 34 billion
m?® from reclaimed water, 1. 40 billion m® from collected or stored rainwater, 0. 45
billion m® from desalinated water, 0. 64 billion m® from treated mine water and 1. 82

billion m® from blackish water.

V. Flood Control and Drought Relief

In 2025, the direct economic loss caused by flood and waterlogging disasters was
164. 661 bilion Yuan, including 49.594 billion Yuan of direct losses of water
resources works and structures, 26.6% lower than the ten year average,
accounting for 0. 12% of the GDP in the same year. A total of 2, 594. 08 x10° ha of
cultivated land were affected by floods, including 383. 34 x 10° ha non-harvest
farmland, affected population of 27. 6952 million, 400 dead or missing, and 27, 000
collapsed houses. Provinces or municipalities of Hebei, Beijing, Inner Mongolia,
Guizhou and Yunnan suffered heavily from severe flooding. The affected areas of
farmland by drought were 1, 862. 22x10° ha, and the areas with no harvest were
100. 01x10° ha, with a total of 8. 648 billion Yuan of direct economic loss®. A total
of 593, 800 urban and rural residents and 511, 500 man-feed big animals and

livestock suffered from temporary drinking water shortage.

The Central Government allocated 2. 4868 billion Yuan for the mitigation of water-
related disasters, including 2. 1573 billion Yuan for flood defense and 0. 3295 billion
Yuan for drought relief. The funds for disaster relief from the Central Government
have played a key role in ensuring safety during the flood season, potential risks
and hazard investigation and mitigation, repairing of damaged structures and

facilities and emergency water supply, and provide strong support for safeguarding

@ The data of direct economic losses caused by floods, the affected area of crops, the area of no harvest, the
affected population, the number of dead and missing due to disasters, and the number of collapsed houses in 2025 all

come from the Ministry of Emergency Management.
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flood control and drinking water security and food security.

VI. Water Reform and Management

River (lake) chief system. MWR restructured and improved the inter ministerial
joint meeting mechanism for comprehensive implementation of the river-lake chief
system and inter provincial joint meeting and working mechanism for river and lake
chief system in seven major river basins and took comprehensive approaches for
advancement. Guidelines were provided to the river basin authorities and river
(lake) chiefs at provincial, to exert the role of investigation and management
system in dealing with major issues related to river and lake and further strengthen
responsibilities. The guidance was also provided for personnel adjustment to fill
vacancies and succession of duties. The name-list of 1005 river (lake) chiefs of
Danjiangkou Reservoir areas and tributaries entering into the reservoir was
announced to the public. Water quality safeguarding system for the Danjiangkou
Reservoir area and upstream river basins has been reinforced. All-round efforts had
been made by authorities in various regions to rectify “misappropriation, illegal
sand excavation, disposing of wastes and building structures without permission” ,
with a total of 19, 400 illegal activities corrected, in order to restore flood discharge

capacity of river courses.

Water resources management. The Three-Year Action Plan for Enhancing Water
Withdrawal and Use Monitoring Capacity will be issued to promote the development
of a monitoring and metering system that covers the entire process of monitoring,
sensing, collection, processing, sharing and application of water withdrawal and
use data. MWR initiated the definition of quantity of available water of river basins
and achieved preliminary results. In cooperation with the Ministry of Natural
Resources, MWR organized the delineation of areas with severe water resource
shortages and overloads. In 2025, the first credit evaluation was conducted for

213, 000 non-agricultural water users in the whole country. The “credit evaluation
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results of water abstraction and utilization” were included in the national public
credit information basic directory. The trend of groundwater over-extraction has
been effectively curbed. Compared with the same period at the end of the 13th
Five-Year Plan, the average rise of shallow groundwater level in the Beijing-Tianjin-
Hebei governance area was 3.76 meters, and the average rise of deep
groundwater level was 7. 65 meters. The over-extraction of groundwater in other 10
key areas has also been contained. Good results haven been seen in spring area
protection and recovery, as a number of depleted ancient springs in Beijing,
Shanxi, and Shandong re-surged and restored. On December 26, 2025, the
General Office of the State Council issued the Performance Evaluation Methods on
Implementation of Rigid System for Restricting Use of Water Resources under the
support of MWR. Starting from 2026, the evaluation target of the State Council to
the provinces shall be changed from the stringent water resource management
system to the rigid system for restricting use of water resources. Along with the
State Taxation Administration, MWR signed a memorandum for establishment of a
collaborative mechanism of water resource tax collection and management, so as to
ensure a smooth transition from fee-based to tax-based management. We have
worked in coordination with the National Development and Reform Commission
(NDRC) to actively explore the value realization of aquatic ecological products,
and produced preliminary deliverables—the catalog of aquatic ecological products

and the value accounting system—which have seen preliminary application.
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Water saving and water use management. Water saving and water use
management. We launched 20 pilots of national water budget management project
with a coordinated approach. Mandatory water quota had been applied to 408
counties/districts in the Yellow River Basin, 105 counties/district in other water
supply areas served by the Yellow River, and more than 37, 000 water users in
industries or service industry. We promoted 382 advanced, mature and applicable
water-saving technologies and equipment. Pilot programs for the allocation and
utilization of reclaimed water have been completed in 76 typical regions. The central
fiscal water conservancy development fund has supported the construction of 20
projects for the development and utilization of unconventional water supply. The
balance of national “water-saving loan” was 363. 5 billion Yuan. We set up a total
of 12 regional or provincial water-saving industry alliance. We implemented 914
contract-based water-saving management projects, with an estimated annual water
savings of 270 million m®. For the first time, we initiated water-saving diagnosis for
1083 units as a part of public service. We commended and honored 348 exemplary
collectives and individuals with China Water-saving Award. There were more than
70 public welfare endorsements conducted by 10 China Water-saving
Ambassadors. There were 57, 000 landmark buildings were light up, under the
initiative of “Illluminating Landmarks for Water Conservation”. The advocacy titled
“Water Conservation Relay Spokesperson For Hvmetown” garnered over one billion

views on Weibo.

Water resources dispatching and allocation. There were 10 water diversion
projects in the name-list of first and second group of 85 cross-province river basins
and major water diversion projects started water resources dispatching and
allocation. The name-list of third group of cross-province river basins was released,
with 94 having approved water allocation plans listed. According to the progress of
water allocation planning among cross-prefecture/city rivers, the name-list of water
diversion and allocation at the provincial level was updated in a timely manner,

which covered 426 inter-provincial rivers and 80 water diversion schemes. The
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Yellow River has maintained uninterrupted flow for 26 consecutive years, and
Dongjuyanhai Lake on the Heihe River has remained free of desiccation for 21
consecutive years. After 27 years of flow cessation, the main stream of the Xiliaohe
River achieved full water connectivity along its entire course in both spring and
summer. The Yongding River were fully connected for 5 consecutive years and
flowing throughout the year for 3 consecutive years. The Zhanghe River realized full-
line water conveyance. It was the 26 times of the Tarim River discharging ecological
water to the downstream and the 20 times of water-head reached Lake Taitema.
Ecological safety of the Shiyang River Basin has been secured. The ecological

water level of the Baiyangdian Lake had been maintained.

Operation and management. Since the launch of the 14th Five-Year Plan period,
safety appraisals have been completed for approximately 49, 000 reservoir dams
and 4, 300 large and medium-sized sluices. Around 18, 000 dangerous reservoirs
have undergone reinforcement works to eliminate potential risks. Rainfall and water
regime monitoring facilities have been installed at approximately 62, 000 small
reservoirs, while dam safety monitoring systems have been constructed for roughly
55, 000 small reservoirs. More than 4, 000 reservoirs have been rationally and
properly downgraded or decommissioned. Furthermore, the delimitation of
management and protection zones has been completed for approximately 25, 000
state-owned reservoirs, 80, 000 kilometers of embankments, and 15, 000 sluice

gates under the administration of the water conservancy sector.

Water pricing reform. MWR facilitated the Notification Regarding Water Supply
Tariff of Seven Water Conservancy Projects Directly under the Central Government
including Danjiangkou Multipurpose Dam Project and Related Matters issued by the
National Development and Reform Commission. Water supply tariffs of reservoirs
were adjusted, namely Danjiangkou, Sanmenxia, Yishusi and Chaersen.

Coordinated pricinghad been applied to water supply/conserving of 3 projects
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including Lushui Multipurpose Dam, water gate of Haihe Downstream Bureau and
Nierji Multipurpose Dam. The issue of Management Method for Water Right Trading
of the Middle Route of South-to-North Water Diversion Project ( Trail) provides a
institutional safeguard to leverage water supply and demand with market approach.
In order to meet the requirement of General Office of the CPC Central Committee and
the General Office of the State Council to perfect market-oriented allocation system of
resources and environmental elements, prohibited list of water use right trading was
drafted and released. The Opinions of the Ministry of Water Resources on
Experimenting and Regulating Cross-Provincial Water Use Right Trading in the Yellow
River Basin was issued and implemented, in order to promote cross-province/region
water use right trading in the basin and deepen the reform of agricultural water use
right. On October 24, 2025, Yangtze River Basin Division and Yellow River Basin
Division of China Water Rights Exchange were established, further perfecting the
water right trading platform system of river basin and region. The comprehensive
reform of agricultural water pricing has been implemented across a cumulative area
of 1. 086 billion mu.

Soil and water conservation management. In 2025, MWR approved 88, 800 sail
and water conservation plans of construction projects, covering an area of 22, 000
km? within the scope of responsible for erosion control. Soil conservation facilities of
62, 600 construction projects passed self-check and acceptance. Regular-based
remote sensing monitoring has been conducted in the whole country. Through
satellite remote sensing interpretation and on-site reevaluation, we investigated and
identified 8, 300 illegal and irregular cases. For the 8th consecutive year, full-
coverage dynamic soil erosion monitoring across the entire national territory has
been realized, quantitatively grasping the soil erosion status and dynamic changes
of administrative regions at all levels, key river basins and regions nationwide. An
inter ministerial joint meeting system was built for strengthening soil and water
conservation. MWR issued Methodology for Vooluntary Greenhouse Gas Emission
Reduction Project Silt Dam Carbon Sink ( CCER - 14 — 005 —V01), jointly with the



20254 |

élibkﬂiv‘i% ,'

Ministry of Ecology and Environment. For the first time we proposed the calculation
method for verifying voluntary emission reductions to the international community,
indicating that carbon sink of soil and water conservation was incorporated in the
voluntary emission reduction mechanism. More than 160 transactions for the value
conversion of soil and water conservation ecological products have been
conducted, with a total transaction value of over 4 billion Yuan. Long-term and
stable utilization of soil conservation works such as erosion gully, collapsing hill,
silted dam and small watersheds as newly-added cultivated land had been adopted
in line with local conditions, in the province or autonomous region of Liaoning, Inner

Mongolia, Jiangxi, Sichuan, Anhui and Shaanxi, for balancing occupation and

compensation according to regulations.
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Green development of small hydropower. By the end of 2025, removal and
rehabilitation of small hydropower station in the Yangtze Economic Belt and Yellow
River Basin had been completed. Corrections had been conducted in other river
basins simultaneously by classification. The achievements had been consolidated
constantly, with restoration of more than 100, 000 kilometers of dry and water
reduced sections. The Hydropower stations retained after rectification had
implemented the ecological flow according to the requirements. The monitoring and
management platform of 25 provinces joined up with management information
system of the Ministry of Water Resources, so as to realized real-time data sharing.
The rate of ecological flow discharge as the amount of quota achieved 98. 5%. A
transformation from focusing on rectification to systematic governance of small
hydropower had been triggered. Financial tools were employed to revitalize assets
of small hydropower under the guideline of * promoting government-market
synergy”, and had attracted 32. 4 billion Yuan in total, among which 5. 4 billion was
used for taking green measures in small hydropower rehabilitation and upgrading.
There were 317 centralized control centers were established in the whole country,
covering 4, 590 small hydropower stations. Water quality safety has been greatly
enhanced after rehabilitation and efficiency of water energy resources utilization
increased 10%— 40%. Electromechanical Equipment Guide for Small Hydroelectric
Installations was issued by IEC, implying China “going global” in the field of

technical standards.

Resettlement of reservoir projects. By the end of 2025, a total of 150, 000 people
have been relocated for the construction of 80 under-constructed key multi-purpose
dam projects. Approval and registration of 57, 700 newly-added immigrants of large
and medium-sized reservoir with post-resettlement support were completed, the
post-resettlement support population for large and medium-sized reservoir
immigrants was totaled 25.60 million. The per capita disposable income of the

reservoir immigrants exceeds 24, 500 Yuan.
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Work safety in the water conservancy sector. We further advanced the three-
year action plan for safety production in the water sector (2024 — 2026). To
advance the “six mechanisms” for risk management and control of production
risks, MWR released the Guidelines for Defining Major Accidents and Potential
Hazards in Safe Production of Water Resources and Hydropower Projects ( SL/T
842 - 2025) and Hazard identification and Risk Evaluation Guidelines for Water
Resources and Hydropower Projects (SL/T 843 — 2025). Performance Evaluation
Methods for Safe Production of Directly Affiliated Units of MWR were revised and
issued, in order to facilitate promotion assessment of water resources projects
managed by directly affiliated units of MWR. Supervision and inspection of
assessment activities and administrative inspection related to enterprises were

strictly regulated.

Law-based administrative and enforcement. Water resources law and regulation
system had been perfected. MWR advanced the promulgation and implementation
of Compensation Measures for Using Flood Storage and Retention Areas and
Regulations for Protection of Water Sources of the Miyun Reservoir. The State
Council executive meeting passed the Water Supply Regulations. MWR has
energetically facilitated the revision of the Water Law and the Flood Control Law of
the People’s Republic of China. 2 ministerial norms and regulations including
Management Method for Reservoir Downgrading and Removal and Regulations on
Water Resources Project Construction Supervision were revised and issued. In
2025, MWR (including river basin authorities) handled 72, 259 water-related cases
and resolved 71, 755 cases. There were 15, 965 water-related cases were put in file
and invested in the whole country and 14, 094 resolved. MWR handled and concluded

17 administrative reconsideration cases and 18 administrative proceedings.
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Science and technology. In 2025, the Implementation Rules for Management of
Special Projects of Key R&D Program Implemented Mainly by MWR were released.
MWR organized the implementation of 50 key national R&D programs and initiated
the 2025 major science and technology projects. The Three-year Action Plan
(2025 - 2027) for Establishing Advanced and Applicable Water Resources Science
and Technology Supporting System was issued and implemented. In the 20"
anniversary of proposing the theory of “Lucid waters and lush mountains are as
invaluable assets”, 5 water resources science and technology achievements were
listed in the 20 major scientific and technical achievements in the field of ecological
civilization. 1 water resources expert was elected as the Academician of the
Chinese Academy of Engineering. Science and Technology Committee of MWR
organized 18 consulting and demonstration activities, 4 seminars of science and
technology innovation and scientific popularization, and issued 19 consultations and
recommendations. The construction period of the key laboratories of the Ministry of
Water Resources newly built from 2021 to 2022 has been completed, and 17 key
laboratories have passed the acceptance check, officially incorporated into the
sequence of the Key Laboratories of the Ministry of Water Resources. A number of
new technical innovation centers were created along with the issue of Management
Methods for Construction, Operation and Management of Technical Innovation
Centers of MWR. Scientific Research Base of National Water Networks was
founded. Online information exchange platform of MWR field scientific observation
and research station was built. There were 100 harvest and applicable scientific and
technological achievements were selected. Evaluation of effectiveness for promotion
and application of 101 selected achievements in the list for 2023 was completed.
There were 26 advanced and applicable water technology demonstration projects
initiated and implemented. The 20" Water Conservancy Advanced Technology
Promotion Conference and other 34 promotion activities were held. There were 8
excellent popular science works listed in the top 100 Science Communication Cases
of “ Commendations of China Science Communication” sponsor by China
Association for Science and Technology. MWR issued 90 water resources technical

standards, including 12 national standards and 78 sectoral standards. There were 5
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standards, 1 team and 1 person were granted the Science and Technology
Innovation Award of engineering construction standards. MWR led the preparation
of 3 ISO international standards, and one team standard was listed in the common
implementation standards in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area.
For the first time, a national water resource metrology station and a national
hydrological metrology station were established. 2 new industry-leading
metrological standards were completed. 4 individuals were elected as national high-
level metrological talents. The Second National Hydraulic Science and Technology

Terminology Committee was established.

International cooperation. In 2025, persistent efforts had been made to popularize
the General Secretary Xi Jinping’s perspectives on water governance and make it an
international mainstream water governance theory. Minister of Water Resources Li
Guoying, as President Xi Jinping’ special envoy, attended the inauguration of
Bolivia’s President Rodrigo Paz. The memorandums of understanding on water
cooperation signed with Kenya and Cambodia were included in the list of
president’s diplomatic achievements. Combining with the meeting between Vice
Premier Liu Guozhong and Vice Premier Malaysia, Minister Li Guoying was invited
to meet with the Chief Advisor of the Interim Government of Bangladesh. MWR
successfully hosted the 28th General Assembly and 93rd Annual Meeting of the
International Committee on Large Dams, and released the World Chengdu
Declaration and the book of Smart Dams — Concepts and Practices. The Chinese
delegation attended the 19th World Water Congress, to introduce flood
management concepts and achievements in China. MWR signed 4 bilateral water
cooperation documents with counterparts from Kenya, South Korea, Peru, and
Morocco, organized high-level exchange visits with 16 countries and 8 activities of
multilateral and bilateral exchange mechanism. MWR implemented 23 China foreign
aid training programs and train over 600 foreign students. Two international science
and technology cooperation bases were regained recognition, and two technology

training courses for developing countries approved. International cooperation with
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neighboring countries was conducted regarding international rivers and water
resources. Interdepartmental memorandum of understanding on water resources
cooperation between China and Kazakhstan was witnessed and signed by the Vice
Premiers of the two countries. Minister Li Guoying visited three countries of the
Lancang Mekong region. The 4th Lancang Mekong Water Resources Cooperation
Forum was held in China. More than 20 rounds of transboundary river cooperation
consultations were organized. MWR got approved and organized the
implementation of 14 projects of Asian Cooperation Dialogue (ACD). Four Irrigation

Districts including Hani Terraced Fields in Yuanyang of Yunnan Province, were

successfully included in the list of the World Heritage Irrigation Structures ( 12
batch) in 2025.




20254 |

EEKFLZRET LM , ,’

VIl. Current Status of the Water Sector

Employees and salaries. Employees of the water sector totaled 606, 000. Of
which, in-service staff members amounted to 580, 000, including 55, 000 working in
agencies directly under the Ministry of Water Resources, and 525, 000 working in
local agencies. The total salary of in-service staff members nationwide was 76. 83
bilion Yuan, and the annual average salary per person was 133,000 Yuan.
Employees and salaries during 2015 — 2025 are shown in table 2.

Table 2 Employees and salaries during 2015 — 2025

Composition

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
of Funds

Number of in
service staff/ 94.7 92.5 90.4 87.9 82.7 77.8 74.8 72.3 62.6 59.3 58.0

10* persons

Local agencies/
83.1 86.1 84 81.3 76.1 71.1 68.8 66.7 57.1 53.8 52.5

10* persons

Average salary/
( Yuan/person)

56,000 69,000 84,000 91,000 95,000 102,000 110,000 120,000 123,000 127,000 133,000



2EXHNEEGIT AR

2025 Statistic Bulletin on China Water Activities

Main Indicators of National Water Resources

Development (2020 —2025)

Indicators Unit 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
1. Irigated area 10° ha 75,687 78,315 79,036 80,605 81,743 82,460
2. Farmland irrigated area 10° ha 69,161 69,609 70,359 71,644 72,432 72,987

Among which: Newly-increased s
107 ha 870 1,114 1,228 1,552 1,218 779
of the year

3. Rural population accessible to safe

drinking water % 83 84 87 90 94 96

4. Waterlogging control areas 10° ha 24,586 24,480 24,129 25,078 25,359 25,818

5. Soil erosion control area 10* km? 143.1 149. 6 156. 0 162.7 170.0 177.0
Among. which: newlyneressed iy 2 64 68 68 7.0 75 1.2

areas

6. Reservoirs unit 98,566 97,036 95,296 94,877 94,608 94,300
Among which: Large-sized unit 774 805 814 836 841 852
Medium-sized unit 4,098 4,174 4,192 4,230 4,251 4,278

7. Total storage capacity 108 m? 9, 306 9,853 9, 887 9,999 10,062 10,222
Among which; Large-sized 108 m® 7,410 7,944 7,979 8,077 8, 124 8,277
Medium-sized 108 m® 1,179 1,197 1,199 1,210 1,222 1,226

8. Total t 1 it f
ot waler SUpPy capaclty oL s 5 5,813 5,920 5,998 5,907 5,928 5,944

water projects in a year

9. Length of dikes and embankments  10* km 32.8 33.1 33.2 32.5 31.8 31.8

Cultivated land under protection 10® ha 42,168 42,192 41,972 41,748 43,210 42,015

Population under protection 10* people 64,591 65,193 64,284 63,941 65,585 65,847

10. Total water gates unit 103,474 100,321 96,348 94,460 86,877 90,474
Among which: large gates unit 914 923 957 911 973 998
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Continued
Indicators Unit 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

11. Total installed capacity by the
10* kW 37,028 39,094 41,350 42,154 43,595 44,802
end of the year

12. Total installed capacity of rural
10* kW 8,134 8,290 8,063 8,157 8,206 8,266
hydropower

13. Completed investment of water 9
. . 10° yuan 8,182 7,576 10,893 11,996 13,529 12,848
projects in 2025

Notes

1. This Bulletin do not cover the data of Hong Kong and Macao special administrative regions and Taiwan

Province.

2. The statistics of rural hydropower refers to the hydropower stations with a per unit installed capacity of

50 MW or less.
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